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appear under the patronage of your August Name, 
sanction of a young Prince, whose chief pride is to A 


that it will prove most welcome to all such, who 


10 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 


THE DUKE OF BERRY. 


MY LORD, 


; off original design of this . 
work 1 was to strengthen the true French i in their 5 
| faith, by the exposition of a singular miraculous 
event. Your Royal Highness, in-allowing it to 


affords me the advantage of presenting to them, 
along with the greatest comforts of religion, the 


have been trained under her care : I shall usher it 
therefore, My Lord, with the fullest confidence, 


a2 | already 


4 „„ 


© b. 


already have proved their fidelity both before 
God and the descendants of their Kings. 


* 


v * 


J have the honour to be, with the most pro- 


found respect, 3 
MY LORD, 1 IND! 

| YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS'S | 
ran of Most humble, most obedient, 
And most faithful servant, 
„ Ji FOINTR. a 

| Canon of Champeaur, «+ 

in the Diocese of aris. 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


To reap some fruit from the perusal of this little 


work, it will be necessary to form to ourselves some 


just idea of what is meant by a miracle. A miracle 
then is an event, which takes place, or an effect, 
vrhich is produced, contrary to the laws of nature, and 


by a power superior to that of creatures. It is an 
extraordinary work of the omni potence of God, who 
alters, when he pleases, the _ which he has 


freely established. 


This explication supposes 
19. That God has an absolute power to interrupt, 


to change, to overset the general order of nature, and 


of course of all created matter. This is evident from 
his having established the whole order of creation 
with perfect liberty and freedom: otherwise his on 


hands would: be bound by the first establisghment;z 
| nay, he himself would $tand-on a level with the weak 


heathen gods, and be, like them, subject to fate. 
20. It supposes, that, when God alters the natural 


order of created beings, according to his will: and 


pleasure, mankind can with certainty be gonscious of 
it. Thus, for instance, though, we know not the 
intrinsic nature, nor the secret principle of the ope - 
rations of the sun, of fire and of the elements, of the 
human voice; yet, if we are mistaken in the uniform - 
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course of the sun, or in the exterior effects of fire, ur 
of the true organ of the human voice; the author 


himself of nature would occasion our mistake. If the: 
natural order of things did not require the sun to 


rise and set every day; if fire did vot vaturally con- 
sume all combustible matter; if our tongue was not 
in us the sole organ of ech; constant experience 


would be imposed upon: the deceit could only come 
from God, the sole cause of our having that sensible, 


and constant, but imposing experience. This, hows 

ever, cannot be admitted without making the sove- 

veign truth of our Maker. [218789 © 
Resting, therefore, on the strength * his sove - 


reign truth, we are perfectly sure, that generally and 
regularly the sun rises and sets every day, that fire 


burns, that the tongue alone articulates our words; 


and of course when we see the reverse; when, for 


example, the sun stops, as it did at the command of 
Joshua; when on some particular occasion fire makes 
not its usual impression upon matter, as it happened, 
when, at the command of Nebuchadnezzer, the three 


children were cast into che fiery furnace, our of 


which they came in perfect health; when men speak 
without tongues, as all the holy confessors of the di- 


vinity of Christ, to be noticed hereafter, certainly 


did ; we are perfectly sure, that the natural order of 
things is altered, that a Superior cause stops the acti- 
vity of the elements, supplies the want of the organ 
of opee ch, it in a * that theee 1 is a mireculous-1 inter- 
position. 4 | 


Maddy ahi gre 3 che wixdom, cath 
veracity. 
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1 7 * 
veracity. of God will never permit an event monty 
natural, however extraordinary, to pass for miracu- 


lous throughout all ages, and in all nations. Of 
ccurse, if the constant use or exercise of speech in a 


clear, distinct, and articulated manner, after the 
tongue was no more, was not a miracle; it would be 
necessary on the part of God to give us some mean 


of discovering, that so striking an event was but the 


effect of a natural cause 3 otherwise he himself would 
deceive, or suffer us to be deceived without any clue 
to detect che error; sinct to speak habitually without 
a tongue in a distinct and well articulated manner, is 


1 constantly held, as well as the resurrection of a dead 


person, to be a. prodigy above all the powers of na- 
ture, and which cannot be ascribed to any thing else 


but the omnipotent power of en © AIR 


Now if such an universal persuasion of ee, in 


all places, and in all times, was false; if all mankind 
was to call that an extraordinary act of the Almighty; 


which in reality is but the result of the general order 
of the mechanism of the world; it would fall into the 
grossest error; an error more fatal, as leaving no re- 


source for man to know, When God speaks or does 


not speak by such extraardinarx Signs; still more 
fatal, when evidently connected with, and in con- 

fir mation of some article of faith. In such case, God 
would be wanting to himself, or his on sovereign 
truth, Which can never lead His creatures into an in- 
vincible error respectively to their essemĩal duties. 
It is not then possible for all mankind of all times 
and en to be deceired on the article of true mira» 
; cles 3 2 


eee N r eee r I SEL RTE n * e eee, LF UA IK AS 
* s, * . at Vo Fr. ISS: * We * 75 e 75 wo . 31 a 3 3 vl E owe 
" "Rd LI 5 8 n S bs r n . n 

5 1 N . I 


"CE: 


eles; and we may safely aver, chat the a 


of a dead man after four days burial,” that the free 
exercise of the faculty of speech im a person, who has 
no tongue, is really a miracle, and that none, but 


God himself, can be the author. With the greatest 


reason, therefore, and propriety of speech, the Evan- 
gelist represents to us Jesus Christ speaking in the 
following manner: If I do not the works of my 
Father, do not believe in me. John x. If I had 


4 not worked in the midst of them wonders; which 


„ nobody else has worked, they would not be guilty.” 
John xv. As much as to say: none but God; or one 
sent by God, can work such wonders; the Jews are 


therefore inexcusable in not receiving me, as the 
Messiah promised, and sent by God, since they have 


seen the miracles 1 work. in 28 of _ diyine mis- 


Sin. ; a 
a Rene must we SG has W Christ has fore: 


told, that these, who believe in him, shall work in 


his name ii greater miracles; nor is it less remark - 
able: if Christ himself has produced in proof of his 
Divinity the dumb, whose tongues he had loosened; 
what an immense confirmation- to the same must be 
his giving, after his death, the faculty of speaking, 
even to them, who had not the organs of speech! 

We must lik ewise obs:r-e : the miracles worked in 


the old law were visible and palpable: an infinite 


number of eye- witnesses could convince themselves 
of their truth: to perpetuate their memory, public 
records, monuments, and festivals were established: 


al which were religiously obserred by the whole 
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5 9 5 
vewish nation. It Allos of necessity, a that 
these wonders did really happen, or that these int 
junctions, $0 religiously observed, were nothing, but 
fables aukwardly contrived. Only the want af come 


mon sense can adopt the latter of these opinions. // | 


We must observe, moreover, the miracles of the 


old law are essentially connected with those of the 


new ; the former sanctioned the prophecies, which 
announced the Messiah; and the latter evidently 
prove their accomplishment, that God has sent the 
great Prophet, so long foretold in the sacred records, 
that the desired of nations is come, and come to esta- 


blish a kingdom, that should last for ever, according 


to Daniel, and which can be no other, than the 
Christian church collected from Jews and Gentiles. 
Were a pretended libertine or freethinker once to 
admit, as true and real, any one single miracle 
wrought in favour of the new or old law, from that 


moment he must submit, and believe that God has 


spoken, and given his law to mankind. 


For this reason, I have entitled this little work | 


the one only Church of Christ, and his OO e 


_ out to all by a Single fact. 


10. A fact, than which none can be more obyious 


to our senses; both eyes and ears are roughers * ita. 


reality. 


20. No fact can be more public: an immense wk 5 
titude of all sorts and of the more curious had every ' 


opportunity of TO the whole then and long, 
after. - 
V. T i 
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3. The fact was carefully recorded by the learned 


and illustrious writings of the times. They still sub- 


sist, as so many standing memorials, for every age in 


the Christian world. 
Read now and judge for tres. : and; if an 


event should come forth for the conſirmation of truth, 
more astonishing than the gift of tongues was for its 


first solemn establishment, bow down before the finger 
of God, and say no less than St. Paul: © God, zuko 
% diverteſy, and many ways, spoke in times past to 


« the Fathers by the Prophets: last of all, in these 


days has spoken to us by His SON.“ Hee. l. 
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'L'oWARDS the end of the fifth century of the 


Chistian ra, Huneric, the Arian King of the Van- 
dals in Africa, from his declared enmity to the Divi- 


nity of Christ, became one of the greatest of all the 
persecutors of the catholic church. Two years before 


the persecution became general in his dominions, one 


of the faithful had seen in a vision the church of 


Faustus, which was at that time the finest in Car- 
thage, ornamented as usual, hung with tapestry and 
lighted by a vast number of wax tapers and lamps; 


but whilst he was enraptured at the sight, the light 


Suddenly disappeared, and the holy place was filled 


with offensive smells, and darkness, and a vast crowd 
of people, dressed in white -garments, were Seen in 
the vision to be expelled from it by Ethiopians, This, 
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OP many other similar visions, were considered as a 


warning from heaven. The person, who had been 
favoured with this vision, related it to Eugenins, the 


holy Bishop of Carthage, in the presence of Victor, 


Bishop of Vita, from whom we have this narrative. 
The Confessors of the Divinity of Christ, says this 
Historian, were collected - together in the town of 


8 Sicca, from -whence the Moors, by command of the 


Arian Vandals, were going to conduct them into the 
Desart. The prison, in which they were first con- 
fined, was tolerable; but they were taken from it, 
and cast into a horrid dungeon, which was so small, 
that they were heaped up together, as even not to be 
able to find the smallest vacant space to satisfy the 


necessities of nature. The horror of this confinement 
produced a contagious infection: an immense multi- 


tude of reptiles arose from the corruption around, 
and preyed on the bodies of the living. 5 

Victor, the above historian, while speaking of this 
es an eye-witness, adds, that having found means to 
enter into that dismal dungeon, by giving money ta 
the Moors, he sunk up to his knees in filth, and 


. 
1 


Yermin. 


Huneric had banished at least 334 catholic Bishops 
from their sees and had shut up their churches ; he 
treated them with unexampled barbarity; he neither 
pared the nobility, nor the plebeians ; nor did he 
make any distinction of age or sex; and every day he 


invented fresh torments for the en defenders of 


the Divinity of Christ. 


The Arians of n in the Crxarean or Gomes 
Mau- 


Na) 


auritania; ordained a Bishop, who had W 
tary to Cyrila, the most powerful among the Bishops 
of their sect; but the zeal for the true faith was 80 


general at Typasis, that almost all the inhabitants 


retired, by a voluntary banishment, 1 into Spain, rather 
than communicate with an Arian Bishop. The Bishop, 


on his side, used all his endeavours to pervert those 


: who, for want of vessls, remained behind. He en- 
deavoured to gain over by. threats, whom he could not 


pervert by*entreaties. - But they despised both his a 


person, and the means e nployed to seduce them: 

they met together in a house, where they publicly ce · 
lebrated the sacred mysteries. The Bishop apprized 
thereof, sent an axcount of their proceedings to the 
King, who was then at Carthage. Huneric, highly 
incensed, sent immediateſy a Count with orders to 
see all their tongues and their right arms cut off in 
the market- place of 'Typazis, in presence of the inha- 
bitants of the whole province, who were ordered to 


witness this barbarous execution. Thus the Vandal 


tyrant seemed to bid defiance to the Almighty, as if 
it was in his power, by depriving his adorers of the ust 
of their speech, to hinder every knee from bending at 
the name of his I Son in eee on earth, or i 
hell.” 

The Church of Africa, which WOT WET an 
iron rod, stood therefore much in need of consolation > 
the interests of God seemed to require the humiliation 
and confusion of the enemy of truth; his glory and 
his goodness towards the confessors of his holy name 
seemed to call down for some manifest token to man- 
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Gi. CE, ( 14 ) 
* of kis divine Providence; and, at the same 
time, for a Confirmation of the Divinity of kis Son, 


which was contradicted by the im pious Arians, In 


a word, now was the time to look more specially for 
the solemn promise and declaration of Christ in his 
owh cause: Be not sollicitous, now, or what to 
* speak: for it shall be given you in THAT HOUR 
&« what to speak. For it is not you that speak, but 
te the n of your Faxnkk, thae speaketh i in s 
44% you.” Mat. x. 19, 20. | 

The Count, who was charged with the' execution 


of the orders of the barbarous 1 uneric, came to Ty⸗ 


pasis, and the execution took plate; but, after these 
Confessors of the faith had lost their right hanids and 
their tongues which were cut out to the very roots, they 
continued to speat ; they . Bore to the power of the 
Almighty a testimony, so much the more glorious, as 
there was nothing natura ral in it, Many of these Con- 
fegsors retired to Constantinople, where they we re 
received with every respect which was due to them: 
others travelled to different provinces and islands, car- 


rying, wherever they went, permanent proofs of the 


divine power of Jesus Christ, and of the orthodoxy of 
the Catholic Church in communion with the See of 
Rome, whose faith they had most Solemnly professed 


| before, acknowledging her for the mother and mistress 


of all churches; $0 that no miraculous exent could at- 
tain more celebrity, or confirmation, as to the matter 
of fact or existing circumstances. 

Here we have an unquestiouable miracle, that is, 


> work that could not be operated by any natural 
cause; 
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cause; an effect djamerrically qppacite, to. the known 
and constant laws of nature: for it is as impossible 


For a man to speak without 2 tongue, and especlally 
with any clear and articulated sounds, as it js to sęe 

| without eyes, or to hear without ears, as it is for a | 

bird to fly without wings, or for a ſish to stem a tor - 

rent without fins and without a rail. In a word, be- 

Hold a fact which, considering its intent of proving 


ihe Diuiniiy of Christ, we cannot attribute to any one 
dut the author and master 0 natyre CG - 


$4 SS 4+ 


among - the transitory 1 which may dazzle our 


eyes for a moment, and which we haye not time to 
verify: all were enabled to see these holy Confessars, 
to speak to them, to question them, and might con- 
yipce themselves of this wonderful effect of the power 
of God. For it was not an few, that God operated 
this miracle, but on all the People of- that-city and 
province, who had remained faithful to him. This 
wonder did not only last one day, one month, or one 


. Fear, but almost a whale, century, that is, till the 
death of the last survivor. It was not only seen in 
one town ot in ove province of Africa, but like wise 
in all the transmariue countries into which they were 
scattered. Let that corypheus of impiety open then 


bis eyes, who ia his mad conceits used to say, that 
for a miracle to be properly ascertained, it ought to 
be wrought in the N of, the gon W 1 


— 


* Voltaire Philosoph. Diction. 
2 sciences 
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sciences of Paris, of 'the medica! faculty, and of 2 


5 troop of the regiment of guards. 


We ourselves, indeed, Have not been witnesses of : 


this fact, but if we have authentic testimonies of it 
from both the respectability and the number of the 


witnesses; can we call it in question without blindly 


Holding with the i impious enemies of God and of his 
33 ä 


Let us see then, if the assertors of the fact are 
men of learning and probity, if their number 3s $uf- 
icient, and if their testimonies are so clear and so 
exact, that they cannot leave any doubt in the mind 
of a man used to argue, and judge of the nature ef 


things. 


Now the witnesses in the present fact are of two 
Kinds: some of them had been eye - witnesses of the 
fact; others had learned it by hearsay, but from such 
who had been eye · Mitnesses of i it. We shall begin 


with the former class. 

7. VICT OR, called 2 ticensis, or Uticensis, from 
the city of Vitica, in the Byzacena province of 
Africa, was Bishop thereof towards the end of the | 
fifth century : he had been one of the sufferers under 
the persecution of Huneric, and wrote bimself the 
history of that persecution about the year 487. Tn his 
recital of the cruelties, which Huneric, King of the 
Vandals, exercised on the Confessors of the Diviaity 


of Christ, we meet with the following particulars : 


He commanded (I. 11. no. 6.) the Count to see 


their right hands cut off, and like wise their tongues | 
e 


N.. 


n 


to the very root; and that barbarous execution 


66 took place; but 45 the virtue of the Holy Ghast they 


4 pole, and Still continue 10 5þcakh, Just as they dig | 
« before. and if any one does not believe i it, let him 


goto Cynsranginople, 3 and there he will find one of 


„them, a Subdeacon,. named R eparatup, who peak, 


1 « distinctly, without the leasr difficulty, and. Whey 


on that account, is wonderfully respected 1 in the 

« palace of the Ewpeper aher buy especially by the 
6 Empress. 

We ae indebted for an elegant edition of Victor of 
Viticensis to Don Ruinard, a pious, learned Benedic- 
tin, disciple of Mabillon, and not less celebrated all 
over Europe for his own excellent works. Viclor Viti- 
censz5 de Per Secutione 25 andalica, cum 4 nuotatignt, 340. 
F. Balduini. Paris, 1565, 80. is to be seen at un the 
British! Museum. 3 7 ER 

II. AN EAS of Gaz, : a \ Plaranic pat > but : 
At the same time a Christian, who took his name 
from the holy Bishop, predecessor of St. Porphirius | 
in the See of Gaza, was a man of solid judgment ang 
profound erudition ; he was at Constantinople when 
the holy Confessors 'df the Dirinity of Christ came 


. thither, and he introduces the miracle, which he had 
geen, in. his excellent dialogue on the immortality 0 of 
the soul, and, the resurrection of the flesh, to prove 


. 


Who made them f . Grear Lybia, "rags he, towards 
rhe. end o of the ; dialogue, a Was groaninz 1 under che 


u 


4 yoke = I an oppresgive. tyranmicsl, Saver, ament; _and 
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that the laws. of nature remained zubordinate to God, 


CEE 
6« and as it can judge equitably of nothing, bestes f it. 


does not give itself the trouble to ſind out the 
4 truth; the tyrant of that country construed the 


+ piety of his subjects into a crime. He commands 


« the priest to abjure tlie ſublime and good doctrine :* 


© those who refuse to obey, are, by his barbarous 
« and flagitious command, deprived of their rongues ; 
« tongues that heretofore rendered an homage 0 
« aprecable to God. Huneric imitates, in this respect, 

the Tereus of heathen mythology; who after hav- 


a ing committed a rape on the person of a young 
«6 princess, and, fearing lest she should accuse him of 


the crime, cut out her tongue; but by means of 
* her needle she made her embroidery speak for her, 
and by the help of art she published, what nature 


« could not, as usual, express. As to the persons, of 
« whom we speak, they have no need ef such inge 
* naity: they implore the assistance of the Author 
of nature; who gives life to the dead of three days, 


* and renews their nature; he does not indeed give 


them another tongue, but bestows on them the fa- 
« culty of speaking without the tongue on all manner 
4 of subjects, as distinctly as ever they had done 
* heretofore. | For my part, I thought that a musi- 
cian, a flute player, for instance, could not post 


« exercise his art without a flute, nora harper, if his 


* harp was taken from him. But a sight so extraor- 


« dinary as that which I have seen, compels me to 
« alter my opinion, and to Ioole upon nothing, tliat we 
« see, as permanent and unalterable, whenever it 


6  Pleases God Wintroduce some change in it, -7 have 
«® feen 
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„ 
« Seer tiese men nyseiſ I have heard them ea, 


„% an I was astonished to hear their words 50 wuell 
© articulated ;” T'looked. fos their organ of Speech, and 
not trusting to my ears, I was determined to judge 


% eres, and having" made them- open their 


% months, I garo, that" their tongues were-torn out of 


* thezr mouths io the very roots," and I was not only 


„ aztoniched that they could speak,' but that they could 


«Still live. Æneas of Gaza is to be seen in the Bri- 


tish Museum. En. Gaz. ee de | Linenort: 
Anime: Ann. 135 13. 60. ; 


IT. JUSTINIAN TI. tt Arlen ds 
tin the elder, his uncle: he triumphed over his rebel- 


lious subjects, vanquished the Persians, exterminated 


the Vandals, reconquered Africa, subjugated the 
Goths, defeated the Moors, and restored the Roman 
Empire to its former splendour; he built the church 
of Sancta Sophia at Constantinople, a wonderful 


master - piece of architecture; his labours for the esta- 


dlis hment and restoration of good laws, have acquired 
him an immortal „ He . in the ac of our 


Dane e e 445 a 


In the fore part of a constitution hos hide made 


for Afriea, and directed to Archelaus, prefe& of the 


prætorium, he speaks as follows: The tribute of 
« gratitude and praise, which we owe to Jesus Christ, 


« the Lord our God, is above all we can express or 


4 conceive; it is true, that the goodness of God had 
already granted us many favours; we acknowledge 
« his innumerable benefits, and we own that we hare 
% done * 70 deserve them 3 hut of all the 
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8 Ange, whych the, Almighty. has been pleased to 


6 execute through our ministry for his glory aud the 
© ganctißcatien of his vame, the most astonishing; 
add indeed the wonder of this age, is the delive- 
4 rance ef Africa, accomplished in so short a time 
£ by the exertion. of our armies, after a Slavery of 
te ninety-five ar even a hundred and five years, dur - 
e ing which time the Vandals exerted their tyranny 


© both over souls and bodies; for those who: yielded 
6 to the violence of their tortures, were baptized 
« again by them, and thus united to their infidel 


« 5&.: They oppressed with che gteatest barbarity 
« the free men, and most exalted by their birth, 
bs The temples sanctiſied by the: presence of God did 
« not escape their profanations. They, even converted 
* the churches into stables: We have ſeen thas? ve- 
# nerable ten,” win after their-tongues:had been cut 
# out 4 the a: ery root, gave vill a lamentabie narrgy 
4% fie of their: urin ge. Others, after passing 


„ through various sorts of torments, were digpersed 


4 anto different cauntries, and died in exile. By whapg 
expression then, or action, can we sufficiently make 


% known. out gratitude to the Almighty, who has 


«© been pleased to wake use af us, che last of his ser- 
* vants, to revenge the outrages committed on his 


„ church, and to deliver from so eruel a slavery the 
inhabitants of chese vast provinces $i Shari - 


| This constitugion, which' is at fall length in a book 
intituled : Codex Justiuiani, uin v, priores, under 
the following title: De GMcio Pref. Pret. Africa & 


te omni ejusdem diæcet cos iat: Tiinius MN 11. 
777 | 5 pag- 


N 


pay: 158. | (Lugdunt apud Gili. — 1554), 
12 2, is to be seen at the Brhish Museum. 
IV. MARCEELINUS, an officer of = empire, 


and Count of Hlyrium under the Emperor Justinian, 
was author of a chronicle, which begins with the 


year 379, and ends at the year 534: in that work he 
declares himself to have been an eye - witness of the 
same miraculous event. To judge of the merit of 
this illustrious author, it Will be sufficient tocattend to 
the testimony given in his favour by Cassiodorus, in 


latter was minister to Theodoric, and proved himself 


one of the wisest in governing himself. Marcelliuus 
in his chronicle, in the seventh indiction, and under 
the consulship of Theodoric and Venantius, draws in 
few words a picture of the persecution of the Vandals- 
and proceeds as follows: King Huneric ordered the 


* tongue of a young catholic man, who had been 


„ Aumb from his, birth, to be cut out of his mouth; 
but no sooner was: his tongus cut out, than he imme- 


% have geen some of those many faithful at Congtax- 
ti nople, whose tongues and right. hands had been cut 
<6 off; but: who. till spoke perfectly well. an in 
Vide Marcellini, v. c. Comitis Ttlyricigni Chronicon, 
Paris, 1619. Ind. vii Theodorico & Venantio Consy- 
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libus. The best edition of this work | is from F ather 


Sirmond, a learned Jesuit, and may be Seen at the 
British Museum. 
1 Tan. US, the Greok stin, was x eeretary 


to be one of the ablest to govern others, as well as 


His introduction to divine subjects (cap. xvii.). The 


1 


% diately; began io 5prak and give glory to God. 1 
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to Belisarius, an illustriaus genator, and prefect, of 

Constantinople. Among other works, he has written 

two books on the Vandalie war, in which he asserts, - 

that the Con fessors of the Divinity of Christ, whose & 

tongues had been cut out, spoke avithout any difh- 

culty. Even in the secret history of Justinian, which = Þ 

is generally attributed to him, be recals nothing said 

= before on the. prodigy, but enforces it more, While 

=_— speaking on Huneric—* he ordered the. tongues f 

| 1 8 many to be cut out, hoe in my time were at Con- 

"> stantinople ; I have conversed "with them; they 

-6 Spore Freely without any impediment exuing from 

© 66 the pri valion: two of them, home ver, who had 

4 ginned with prostitutes, lost the gift of speech.“ 

A chastise ment from heaven so sudden, and $0 visible, 9 

falling only on these two, must, no deubt, have en- | 

- - _ hanced the fame of rhe miracle, which continued in 

= all, vrho had not rendered nn ee 5 

= dhe grace of martyrdom. 

My voucher for the authenticity of this an is 

Nicephorus Callixtus, a Greek author. The history 

of Procopius, in ve is to be seen at To Yon 

N | 2 — 
From the e of 60 rent a miracle, let 

us now pass to the authors, Who have asserted the 

fact on the authority of chase, who had bean: 2 ; 

 witnesses of it. . | N 
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7 gh Bishop of Tuvones in Africa, died 
at Constantinople in the year of our Lord 565. In 


this chronicle, stil eaten, . short sketch of Hu- 
e 5 neric's 
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neric's perstcutiot; he tells us, that the Con fessots of 
i Divinity of Christ; whose tongues had been cut 
ont by the command of that tyrant; cortin ted gui 1o 
heal perfectly well io the end of their lives, and hat 


the fact is attested by the royal city; which possesses 
their mortal remains. Such are his: own words. 


They carry with them so much more weight, as in 


his great earhestness to defend the three chapters, 


condemned by the fifth' general council in the year, | 
553, he might naturally be supposed to dwell less on 


events redounding so much to the honour of the e- 
tholic church, which had acted with n in his- 
regard to punish his obstina ep. T 4 ye 

His chronicle Was only discovered i in the beginning 


of the last cetitury; in tlas libraryof Toledo, by facher 


Andrew Schott; a Jesuit of Aütwerp; celebtated for 
His vast erudition and for his perfect knowledge of the 
Greek tongue. It was submitted afterwards, to dhe 


care of this learned err RN ho made it more 
publ. ee 5 


Vide Chroniton vile, Tonolenbis, debe 255 hs 


| Ingolstadt edition, Lierre's type, at Andrew Anger- 


marius, in "the year 1000. This work is to be found 
at Oxford, in the Bödleian library, where a Lenser, 


table Friend verified for me the above passage. It i is | 


likewvise to be foun® in 129; in the British Museum. 
II. ST. GREGORY/THE GREAT: bfs illus- 
trious birth and digniries, the splendout of his doctrine 


Ind virtues, Justly held him forth as the greatest man 


ef his "nee At the sight only of some Englisk youth 


Tor * 1 the market · place of * 
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$0 ardent 4 desire of labouring for the conversion of 
their country, that he set out, and actually would 
have passed over to England to preach the gospel 
there, had not the Romans, in their distressing loss 
of so great a man, followed him on, and compelled 


him to return to Rome, after a journey of three days. 


No sooner was he raised to the chair of St. Peter, 


than he sent over St. Augustin to preach the gospel 
to that nation. On the other hand, he did not con - 


sent to his election till it had been confirmed by a 
miracle, and after he had used every possible means 


to compass the choice of another. He had been sent 


by Pope Pelagius, his predecessor, in quality of apos- 


tolical Nuncio to Constantinople. I shall here cite 


from his dialogues what he says concerning the Con- 
fessors of Christ, who had been seen and known there 
ges cs et e —_ gu before he went 
5306 08 went to ee and; at he time 
% J was sent thither to beg the assistance of the Em- 


peror, I found there an old Bishop, who assured 


„me, that he had Seen these Confessors rating 
n auilholut tongues y they hollowed out with their mouths 
% woide open, DRAW NEAR; AND SEE, at we have 
% tongues, and still we 5peak'; all present saw, 
1 added the Bishop, what they asserted to be true, 
%, As their tongues had been cut out to the very root, 

a plain wide opening was visible down to their 
0 throats; and though their mourhs were void, and 


e, without the remnant of a tongue, still every thing 


0 8 said was — el One, howevex, 
«« amon 8 
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father, in cwelty. 


| Ge 
among them, by bransgressing the sixth command- 
ment, lost this miraculous gift. No doubt, the 

61, just. judgment of God would not suffer that body 16 


« be any. longer the, miraculons. or, gan A truth, end, 
405 had thus defiled itself. | 


Sec the collection of he, Pry of . . 3 


Si. Gregorii Magni Dialogi, lib. 3. c. 32. 5 ak 


axe to be seen at the: British Museum. agg a 


III. ST. ISIDQRE of Seville, was 218 wah ene 
wit, of exquisite judgment, and sublime genius, re- 
markable for eloquence, poetry, and a perfect knows- 


ledge of profane and sacred literature, but, above all, 


more admirable for the sanctity of his life. The 
Council of Toledo has given us the highest idea of 


this great Bishop, by declaring { Conc. Tulet. viii. 


Caps A. that his name ought. to be pronounced with-. 
| Venerations - St. Isidore died in the FEAT. 636. He 
thus proves i in few words, in his chronological history 


of the, Vandals, that Hunerie exceeded Genserio, his 


« perfectly well till. their dealt. 


To verify this passage, it must och * N 
the great chronicle; entitled, Chronicon N. Isi dori Ar- 
cſiſpiscopi Hispalensts, is followed- by a particular 
chronicle relating to the Goths, and that the ——_—_ 


of the Vandals eloses the Whole. Ae 


Vou may see in the British e Di Biden 


Hi spalensis Episcopi opera omnia, pag. 403. Historia 

Seu: Chronicon Vantlalorum. FR aua Michaelen 

n anno 1601, {ger Nala, biet n 
. | No 
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No doubt, we angeht justly claim an author of much 
more additional weight, in St. Fulgentius, Bishop 6f - 
Rus pa in Africa, if the greatest part of his learned 
works were not entirely lost. He was born at Lepte, 
in the Bizacena province, towards the year 463, of 
noble parents, and had carefully studied tlie Greck 
and Latin authors. He had a strong inclination for 
Solitude, but his merit had raised him to the Highest 
dignities in the church, though müch against his 
will. Trasimund banished him into Sardinia, because 
he stood up with zeal against the Arians. It was in 
tke time of his exile that he composed his excellent 
works. He was afterwards recalled from banishiment;” 
and died in the year 533. From the place bf Hie 
birth, from the time wherein he lived, and from the 
nature of his labours, We may safely infer,” he wvds an 
eye-withess of the persccution both of Genserie ind” 
of Huneric, and that he certainly had written upon 
that subject; but whatever in them might have served 
to increase our proofs of the fact has been lost, like 
some other of his works, f 2b r he '5peaks; but 
which are no more to be found. They are lost, zays 
the pious and learned Baronius, and share the fate of 
many other monuments of the first talents. . Hei- 
0 4. ee cut NP alia nobilissimi ene noni . 
n (356 9665 n 27 | 5 
But why recur to more witnesses ? two 6 orthres are 
sufficient at any tribunal; we have already five of the 
ſirst class, that is, five Who assert the truth of the 
fact as eye · witness es of it, viz. Vioœron, of Pitica,” 


afl illustrious — who in person had suffered 
9 1 under 


- 


cM) 


under that, same persecution :- ENR AS- of Gama a 
true philosopher, who, by the study of nature, had 
raised himself up to the knowledge of the Author of it: 


Jus INV IAN % First, one of the greatest Emperors: 
MARCE LLINUS, Viceroy of Illyrium, so highly ho- 
noured by the approbation of a first - rate Minister: 
in fine, PROCOPLUS, Governor of Constantinople, 
hose elevation to that digaity was owing en to 
his merit and talents. 
Might we not here ask the impiem e 5 
bold arch- inſidel, whom we noticed before, if such 
Witnesses, with all their cotemporaries in Africa and 


Europe, were not at least equally competent to judge 
of those eloquent mouths without tongues, as the 
Paris, academy of sciences, and the professors of the 
faculty of medicine of that university? Let me ask, 
if the Vandal and Moorisb armies, which executed 
the cruel, orders of Haneric, were not full as Sed 


judges.t of the fact as a regiment of guards? Fo: 


Surely had some grand monument been ales x to | 


perpetuate the memory of this miracle, it would be, 
folly 3 in the extreme. to call i it in question. Pray are. 
not the writings of the most illustrious and worthy, 
men $0 many, authentic and ever-standing monu- 


ments ? ? Such, as, to compel and sanction our belief, 


While they confound eurer unreasonable doubt of the 
 5ceptic? | 


Pra 73 2 


What then 7 must 1 their elnks. . we. «its 
the Arians, a sect so productive of writers, che many 
zophists of old never denied this fact, while their ho- 

nour and interest Were deeply involved ta prove, if 
| c2 hs n 
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Possible, its falseticod f They have not ampel it's 
from whence it evidently follows, that 'they Had no 
hopes of success. So far from their denial of the 
fact, we even see it confirmed by a second class "of 
wit nesses, who maintain the tame, by recurring 6 
the textimony of the eye · witness es. 
To pass over Vie ron, Bishop of Tunone, whose 
testimony is more glorious, as he himself had once 
erred in faith; but here, by avowing the fact, proves 
himself a stronger voucher to the orthodox y of the 


Catholic Church. How strong is the testimony of St. 


GaECORx the Great, h was eminently distiti- 
guished among the successors of St. Peter]! of Sr. 
Fs1DORE of Seville, ho, during the space of five- 
and-thirty years, was the oracle of all Spain the 
latter lived in the serenth century. In the eighth 
century, VENER ABLE Bx Dx, the glory of England 
both by his virtues and by his extensive knowledge in 
sacred and profane literature, relates to ws fe vans 
fea. What can interest more every hearer than his 
own words? „When Huneric, the Arian king of 
« the Vandals in Africa, had banisked or dispersed 
1 more than three hundred and eighty-four Catho- 


Ks | Bishops, he shut up their churches : he in- 


« flicted almost every specſes of torture on their 
4 remnant flocks; At his command 'alss, all the 


66 confessors of Christ had their hand and tongue 


« eut away; but the tyrant s aim could not thus Pre- 
« vent their united voices from proclaiming, after 
« the Catholic faith: Manus abstindens linguam Pra- | 
* "0h, * ner tamen logic lam Catholita tonfereibnis 
« eripere 
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evipere polit. (Bede Præshyteris l | 
viri eruditissimi de natura rerum et temporum ra- 
tione, libri duo, in fol. cap. 86. pag. 61. to be seen at 
the British Museum). In a word, from age to age 

down to this day, the best higtorians and critics, such 
as: Petaui us, Bolandus, &c. have transmitted to us the 
same fact, without any doubt or opposition. 1 

5 This fat i is them incontestable ; it. is evidently 1 mi- 

raculous; ir evidencly, follows from the number of. 

depanents ud. the perspicuity and exactness of their 
depositions. We had liste ned certainly to the oppo= 
nents, and answered their: objections, had any been 
found ; but there are none; and pray what else is the 

 wlence of the enemies of the Divinity of Jesus Christ, 
but a more triumphant argument for the ev idence cf 

| the fact? Such is the manner of proceeding in courts 

- _ if judicature: human wisdom and prudence can do 

| no more to ascertain any fact. Now a fact, whose 
end is 10 prous the Divinity of Christ, cannot be the 
work of darkness. Infinite goodness and wisdom can 
never permit us to be drawn away by an unavoidable. 
error in Matters of suck moment to our salvation. 55 

Unquestionably then this miracle is the work of 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who is called the 
Word. | Now, e. in the beginning was the Word,” oy 
8878 St. John the Evangelist, and. the. Word was 
406 with God, and the Word was. God. All chinas 1 

were made by him. —— Who. then can wonder, 

\ 2 * St. Gregory the Great, in the place above cited 

«x the divine Word should articulate words in 


* athers. without, a FIG Hoey. that very WorD 
| made 


8 LY 


2 bg LL Da, 1 2 Ser At 1 SD e E Fj IE bs $125 OXY 5 . Lo \ 8 
22ͥͤĩX7ßbmꝙẽuʒ IE c an LS AK IG, 3 8 e * 5 BE A LD 
OS IT ES e OSS ET E . FF LD 


et 530 » | 
ce nee e — megher. 


„ edere 'sine lingua __ FE AE; "WP Feat 
«<6 inguam?” - | 50 

All such then} who! tine VOY to cables; 
erthodoxy of the Catholic Church to the three or four: 
first centuries, had forgot, that this great miracle, X 
which attested the purity of er dottrine, took place 

at the end of the fifth century; andb that it stretehed 

a" great way intò the sixth, as which time St. Gregory. 
the Great sent nissionaries io preack the gbapel in i 
Tagland. The chureh was still the same in the se- 
venth century, in whieb St. Isidore of Seville lived 3 
as like wise in the eighth, in which venerable Beue 
gave a wew! lustre to FOR * m virtues au | 
writtny's.' | 4 , 147 — is and 

The Catholic Church has altered in no. 1 * Yo 
_ doftrine since that time: She / teaches. down to this 
day the same dogmatical and moral doctrine: she con- 

demus the same vices and the same errors: she is 

therefore now, and always weill be, the church of 
God: and Jesus Christ, Who has warranted her in- 
defectibilitey ALL DAYS EVEN TO TRE END or- 
THE WORLD, has, and always will have, à rigkt to 1 
our adorations, our obedience, and our love, because 
he is GoD, and because he liveth and reigneth wit. : 
his Father in the e * the n Ghost for erer 
ee Deen * A 74 f Fit. 
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HAVE said, und repeat it again, that one only 


miracle wveilatteeteds clearly wropght in conbrmatibn 
the Rurhor, and voucher of its doctrine 3 uf course, 
whoever aims io leve the latter with mere human ing 
ventions he must not only demonstrate the false hood. 
of tlie above etatec miracle; but he must overturn ah 


every other-/alike;” and prove, that, among all mira- 


cles Hickbrto admitted by d get not one — 
but under à questionable sap emue. 
If now an Jatntvlciitorthmined-to bediepetbdd oe 


the beginning of Christianity, no true miracle ever 


wen pana He py og nudets ity ge all en 
lewäng absurdittes ee %% gn N,“'u“ʒ oil? is 
1e, Ke ust believe the books. of ths: New Tens 
ment td be Fell of chimerical visibus, their authors im 
posters, and cheir followers dupes, who made othere 
in succession eee ke n; e 
eighteen eeptutles. Sight a9 ae! pal 
Ae — ee ee 
Fesus Christ, such as the resurrection of Lazaruij and 
even the rebutrekxion 6f Christ himself, are more taley/ 
of invention, and that both the Jews ahd Gentiles: 
have submitted td adore a eruciſied man; as God, * 
* oh zolid- proof. of. his ä 


3, He 


32 * | 
the Ages of the A 7: — even the — 5 them⸗ 
selves, to be the maddest of all men. For, if the won- 
ders they published werg”nof incontestable, it was 
expoing themselves to the contempt and sneers of all, 
who knew the contrary, and the extreme of their 
folly: For to publisbevery where; that their Master 
had given them the power of work ing innumerable 
miracles in confirmation of his i doſtrine, was sure to 
bring on them the obligation, either of justifying that 
proinise by evident miracles, or of owning themselves 
r6 be impostors, and-incapable of fulfilling their em 
gagements. Was it possible now, in the face of s 
much contradiction, to impose on man kind and make 
it adopt a law, hin erueiſes Self- love end all our 
f passions ? Eg ah $26 Bfy, wig 97 4} 2004 EH IIA $45: F567 
44. He must lay eee charge of folly an al 
the holy fathers of the church, on All he saered and 
profane historians; he must consider een 
visionists the greatest men of all nations; such a8 4. 
Bail, an Ambrose, an Athanasius, an Antonin, a a 
Ehrysostome, « Martin of. Tours, a Gregory the 
Great, & c. a Bernard, a Dominic, „be a Assi- 
ne a Francis Xavier, &c. e e EG ee 
50. Nor less can be his er against Emperors, 
re Princes, Bishops; nay, all. bei, -Solji> 
cite: the eanonization- of, Saints e the eye wienesses, 
whos under a most solemu oath, attest the miracles 
wrought; all must pass for impostors, zor dupes: all, 
_ with den Church, must be proved, 
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auch as the Jewithe[Heatherspa! Porphiry, a Celsus, 


the apostate Julian, che Thalmadistb, all ust have 
been void of every sense, to give themselves so much 
trouble to invalidate: the proofs; of the miracles of 
Jesus Qhrist and: his Apoctles 2 lie o wodern Free- 
thinters, they had only-to deny theta all at once but 
they knew too well the need of argument, and stub- 
borhess of facts, What! could the world become 
Christian; and adore Jesus Christ, as God, without. 
towing Why? this indeed would be the miracle of 
miracles ; if, to abe the language of St. Anguarin, 
the whole world, without veving a vingte; miracle, had 
believed mysreries so Hard to believe; ff had $ub= | 
mitted & che r of a law 30 repugnant to Hesh 
end blood z ahd all this et:therequest of a Few, Por. 
Witerare fishermeh, without we” Sy" I: aut 
Pos eee "= 

+ Viekding; therefore, te 5 eb Heede 2 1 
own the many wonders God Har "wrought. in Mis 
church, and proclaim, that one single miracle, point» 
ing itself out, as the finger of God, like that just rt: 
lated, is Alone sufficient to confirm or vindicate his 
ee For, in truth, is not every such 
miracle evidently the voice df God? and a voice that 
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